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Cervantes lived and wrote the Ilustre Fregona\ and as
he has told us himself, was it not while walking in the
Exchange here that he bought for a real divers old quires
and scrolls of books, among which was that greatest of
all books of the world, * The History of Don Quixote of the
Mancha, written by Cid Hamet Benengeli, an Arabical
historiographer' ?
To-day the Zocodover cannot be very different from
what it was in the sixteenth century ; a little more dila-
pidated, a little less crowded, it may be, but substantially
the same at least, for it still retains its curious triangular
shape, where one side is like a bow, and the houses are
old and for the most part beautiful.
Not far away, on one of those seven hills on which
Toledo stands, the Alcdzar towers over the city and the
Tagus ; and while the Zocodover has remained much as it
was in old times, the Alcdzar, built on the ruins of a
Roman castellum, used as a palace by Alfonso the Learned,
rebuilt by John II., by the Catholic Kings, by Charles v,,
and by Philip II,, burned in 1710 during the War of the
Succession, rebuilt again by Cardinal Lorenzana in 1772,
burned once more, by the French, in 1810, and again so
lately as 1887, is a modern building, for the most part, in
course of restoration, a restoration that threatens to
destroy even that which the flames have left us. Only
the eastern facade, frowning over the Tagus, built by
Alfonso the Learned, and the northern front built by
Enrique de Egas in the sixteenth century, remain to tell
us of its ancient strength and beauty.
But in any general examination of the buildings of
Toledo it is not Christian work that chiefly interests us
at all, but the beautiful intricate work of the Moors in
their own mosque, in the synagogues, and in the churches.
Those votive crowns, discovered at Fuente de Guarrazar
and preserved to-day in the Musde de Cluny, are really